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A highly efficient, one-step, versatile method for the synthesis of 2-benzimidazol-2-ylquinolines has been
developed on the basis of an acid-catalyzed rearrangement proceeding via a novel ring contraction of
3-(b-2-aminostyryl)quinoxalin-2(1H)ones.
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The benzimidazole moiety is an important pharmacophore
that has proved to be useful for a number of biologically relevant
targets. Compounds possessing a benzimidazole moiety exhibit
significant activity towards several viruses, such as HIV,1d,e Herpes
(HSV-1),1d,f human cytomegalovirus (HCMV),1b,d,f and influenza.1g

On the other hand, nitrogen-containing heterocyclic systems, in
which nitrogen atoms are intimately related to the bond connect-
ing the nuclei, are of interest due to their ability to form complexes
with metal ions. Since the report on organic light emitting diodes
(OLED) by Tang and VanSlyke,2 LEDs based on organic or polymeric
materials have generated considerable interest and have enabled
the development of low-cost, full-color, flat-panel displays along
with other emissive products.3–6 Organic electronic devices (OEDs)
have made excellent progress over the past few years and investi-
gations into synthesizing new active organic materials for applica-
tions in organic thin film transistors have recently attracted much
attention.7 The best-known electroluminescent (EL) metal chelate
is Alq3, where q is the 8-hydroxyquinolinato ligand, which is not
only a good emitter, but is also a highly efficient electron-trans-
porting material.8,9 Attachment of a benzimidazole group at the
2-position would allow this ligand to form stable complexes with
metal ions in a way similar to 8-hydroxyquinoline.
ll rights reserved.
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The preparation of benzimidazole derivatives in general, and
2-benzimidazol-2-ylquinolines in particular, is usually straightfor-
ward and a number of synthetic methods are available.10,11

However, these methods have disadvantages, such as low yields,
harsh reaction conditions, for example, high reaction temperatures
(�200 �C), use toxic reagents, such as POCl3, TMS-Cl, and polyphos-
phoric acid, and the following catalyst/oxidizing agents: Pb(OAc)4,
Py(Cr2O7)2, and Cu(OAc)2, and continuous O2 bubbling over the
course of the reaction.

In the present work, we report a direct, efficient, and convenient
approach to the synthesis of 2-benzimidazol-2-ylquinolines. The
method12 is based on a new acid-catalyzed quinoxaline-benzimid-
azole rearrangement of 3-(b-2-aminostyryl)quinoxalin-2(1H)ones
which occurs via reduction of the corresponding, easily available,
3-(b-2-nitrostyryl)quinoxalin-2(1H)ones 1a–i when exposed to
Na2S2O4. As is evident from the structures of products 2, the
C(2)–C(3) fragment and the b-2-nitrostyryl group at position 3 of
the starting quinoxalin-2(1H)one system, are involved in con-
structing two new heterocyclic systems (Scheme 1).

This reaction also proceeded with a compound possessing two
3-(b-2-nitrostyryl)quinoxalin-2(1H)one fragments, with the for-
mation of a benzimidazole-monopodand with terminal quinoline
fragments at the 2 and 20 positions of the benzimidazole ring sys-
tem (Scheme 2).

The structures of compounds 2a–i were deduced from their ele-
mental analyses and 1H NMR data.12 The mass spectra of these
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Scheme 1. An efficient method for the synthesis of 2-benzimidazol-2-ylquinolines from 3-(b-2-nitrostyryl)quinoxalin-2(1H)ones (2a–i).
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Scheme 2. Synthesis of 1,4-bis-[2-(quinolin-2-yl)benzimidazol-1-yl]butane (4).

Figure 1. ORTEP plot of compound 2c. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the
30% probability level. H atoms are represented by spheres of arbitrary radii.

6504 V. A. Mamedov et al. / Tetrahedron Letters 51 (2010) 6503–6506
compounds displayed molecular ion peaks at appropriate m/z val-
ues. Initial fragmentation involved scission of the benzimidazole
and quinoline ring systems.12

In the 1H NMR spectra of compounds 2b–i, along with signals
due to the two aromatic fragments, in the region of d 7.70–8.61
and d 7.32–7.83, two doublet signals for the AB-system were seen.
The chemical shift of this AB system was not only shifted down-
field (d 8.55–8.61 and d 8.48–8.54) compared with the chemical
shifts of the signals of the AB protons of the styryl fragment (d
8.30–8.36 and d 7.61–7.66, 3J � 16.0 Hz) of the starting compounds
1, but also had a small 3J � 8.6 Hz coupling constant, characteristic
of the cis-configuration of the vinyl protons. This indicated that
closure of the pyridine ring had occurred with formation of the
quinoline system of the 2-benzimidazol-2-ylquinolines 2b–i. The
chemical shifts of the protons of the N–CH2 fragments of the sub-
stituent at position 1 of the 2-benzimidazol-2-ylquinolines 2c–g
moved downfield by about �0.7 ppm compared with the chemical
shifts of the same protons of the starting compounds 1c–g. It
should be pointed out that the protons of the benzimidazole frag-
ment in compounds 2b–g resonate as two doublets and two trip-
lets, whereas in compound 2a they resonate as AA0BB0-system
multiplets.

The molecular structure of compound 2c was established
unambiguously by single crystal X-ray analysis (Fig. 1).13

To investigate the reaction mechanism, we performed the
reduction of 3-(b-2-nitrostyryl)-6,7-dimethylquinoxalin-2(1H)-
one (1h) with hydrogen using 10 mol % Pd/CaCO3 as the catalyst
in methanol and obtained the corresponding 3-(b-2-aminosty-
ryl)-6,7-dimethylquinoxalin-2(1H)-one (5h).14 When boiled in
AcOH for 3 h the latter was transformed into 2-benzimidazol-2-
ylquinoline 2h (Scheme 3).15

On the basis of the known chemistry of aniline,16 azadienes,17

and quinoxalinones,18 it is reasonable to assume that the first stage
of this reaction involves the nucleophilic attack of the amine group
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Scheme 3. The formation of 2-benzimidazol-2-ylquinoline (2h) from 3-(b-2-
aminostyryl)quinoxalin-2(1H)one (5h).
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Scheme 4. A plausible mechanism for the formation of 2-benzimidazol-2-
ylquinolines.
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at C(3) of the quinoxalin-2(1H)-one of A to form the spiro-quinox-
aline derivative B. Rearrangement of the spiro-quinoxaline is then
assumed to occur according to Scheme 4 by cascade reactions
involving: (a) acid-catalyzed ring-opening with cleavage of the
C(3)–N(4) bond in the spiro-compound C leading to formation of
the quinoline derivative D, and (b) intramolecular nucleophilic at-
tack by the amino group on the carbamoyl carbonyl group with
formation of the final product 2 following elimination of water
(Scheme 4).

In conclusion, we have developed a synthetic strategy for the
preparation of substituted 2-benzimidazol-2-ylquinolines 2 that
have not as yet been described in the literature. This protocol in-
cludes a novel acid-catalyzed rearrangement of 3-(b-2-aminosty-
ryl)quinoxalin-2(1H)ones. The simplicity of the reaction design
and the possibility of introducing a variety of substituents at any
position of both the benzimidazole and quinoline ring systems
makes this method a useful tool for constructing these medicinally
and technically (organic emitting materials) relevant compounds.
The reaction is readily applicable to large-scale synthesis. Applica-
tion of this method to the synthesis of other heterocyclic ring
systems is currently under investigation and the results will be
published in due course.
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